108 above with singleton pregnancies of more than 28 weeks of gestations were invited to 109 participate in the study during their routine prenatal check-ups at the selected clinics.
). Similarly, a recent local study conducted by Yong et al.
[33] demonstrated 255 that milk and dairy products were the major food sources contributing to vitamin D intake 256 among pregnant women.
257
In the current study, we found that among third trimester pregnant women, those who 258 were Malays were at a higher risk for vitamin D deficiency as compared to the non-Malays. 
284
This study has several limitations. First, the cause-effect relationships between factors 285 and vitamin D deficiency cannot be determined from the cross-sectional study design.
286 Second, self-reported data on sun exposure and dietary vitamin D intake may lead to recall 287 bias. High proportion of the respondents were Malays while only 7.9% were from other 288 ethnic groups such as Chinese and Indian. Thus, the present results could not be generalized 289 to all pregnant women in Malaysia. We acknowledge that other potential factors which may 290 contribute to vitamin D levels, such as skin type, physical activity, season, or genetic 291 background, were not examined in the present study and warrant further studies. 299 Considering the long term health complications of vitamin D deficiency during pregnancy,
